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In Norman Rockwell’s painting “Do Unto Others,” there is a group of different races, cultures, and religions. From the bottom there are children from different backgrounds such as, English, African American, Chinese, to American; some are praying, holding books, bowls, and even toys. Above the children the painting shows the ages getting older and wiser. The range grows from the children, to where there are adults from China or Japan, India, and even the right where there is even a farmer. On both the left and right of the painting there are different colored mothers both carrying their baby, and showing the same amount of love to their child. Every single one of the children and adults are all disconnected and are not interacting with one another. By not interacting, it shows how separated they are which represents how separated the actual world is today. The colors in the painting are very natural and subtle. It has mostly white in the middle and as the painting expands outward the colors seem to get darker and into colors such as brown and black. To top of the painting there is the phrase in the bottom middle that says, “Do Unto Others As You Would Have Them Do Unto You,” which creates the whole atmosphere that the world needs to change. Although there is an abundance of religions, cultures, and social status we should all treat one another with respect and equalness.

One of the things that separate people the most is having a different religion. Many battles and wars have been about religion, and which one the world thinks is the best. Religion is not something that should keep everybody apart or should fight over; religion is just a difference of opinions, and should create interest in one another. Instead of just shutting somebody out with a different religion people should listen to them and see if anything sparks their interest or even get them to ask questions. Just because there is a disagreement about religion doesn’t mean that there should be fights, it means there should be debates and deep intriguing discussions about the differences and similarities. Religion can also bring different people together. Even though there may be different colored skin, if there’s the same religion then both would have the same beliefs which would bring them similarities in each other. Sometimes religion can be people’s safe haven or be their escape from the real would or even their own issues. For the people who don’t have religion, they are the ones who need to be more open then anybody, because they have much more to gain and so little to lose. Religion is such a strong, unbreakable bond that it should be a way to understand and help others.

Each region and country has different if not even opposite cultures. For example in the United States it has bits and pieces of every single culture around the world, because there are such a variety of people in the United States. Culture spreads throughout the world like a wildfire. There is not one place in the world that just has one culture anymore; culture is changing everyday, everywhere and there is nothing that anybody can do about this because it is a way of life. In the painting, you can see the difference between cultures just by looking at what most of them are wearing. To the left there is a traditional Japanese gown with accessories in her hair, and then in the back there is a women dressed in a common India dress and accessories also. Cultures are not something that people should be judged upon, because everybody’s culture is so different that many are misunderstood. To most people their culture is a way of life and they don’t know anything else because that’s what they grew up with their whole life. Culture is just a part of their life and a part of them, and the good thing about both culture and religion is that it can be changed if it does not satisfy them anymore. Countries cultures are a beautiful and creative way to express their beliefs and anything else they have to show the world.


One other issue shown in Rockwell’s painting is the inequality of social status. Social status is still a problem that is around today, almost fifty years after the painting was done in 1961. Throughout the painting there is a clash between social statuses and it shows very well from the poor to the wealthy. For example in the bottom left there is a little boy holding a bowl, showing that he is poor and then in the middle of the painting there is a rabbi which has a high social status. One problem that there is with social status is that in one country the highest possible status could still be one of the lowest in another country. There is not a leveled playing field to start of with which gives many countries such as the United States, Japan, England, and Canada the upper hand on social statuses. Even today in the United States there are issues with the wealthy and the poor; the wealthy think they are better and have a higher power then the poor or needy just because they have money or power. The problem is that money and power don’t always give the right to be better then the person next to them, because the person next to them could be a really intellectual and smart person and could of just missed an opportunity or even just made a bad decision that turned there life upside down. That is one main reason why money and power shouldn’t decide the social status of a person, and just because somebody is below them doesn’t mean that it gives the right to look down on them. Social status is just two words that shallow and inconsiderate people care about because they are frightened of losing their power or money so they need to keep things the way they are. Social status is not something that should keep people separate; it is something that should make people want to change things to have life fair and just. 


Even though there are different religions, cultures, and social status, there needs to be a change to treat everybody with respect and the equalness they deserve. There should not be judging because of religion, culture, or social status, they are all people but might just live a little different then others. From the phrase in the painting, “Do Unto Others As You Would Have Them Do Unto You,” is just stating that if there are people who get looked down upon everyday for so many reasons, and just imagine that feeling of having no respect and having people think that they are better. Many think that these kinds of issues can’t be changed because too many people think about themselves and not about others. All that has to change is to just have people step out of their comfort zone and talk to people that they normally wouldn’t. It will change lives one at a time, and slowly things will change to where they world will be fair, just, and equal. A picture is worth a thousand words but actions are speechless.
